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A NEW SUBSPECIES OF BAY OWL IPHODILUS RADIUS 
(HORSFIELD)] FROM PENINSULAR INDIA 

S. A. Hussain and M. A. Reza Khan 1 
(With a plate) 


Two races of Bay owl (Phodilus badius) occur 
in the Indian sub-continent. The Sikkim Bay 
Owl (P. b. saturatus) ranges in the northeast¬ 
ern Himalayas from Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, 
Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and then on to 
Burma and Malaya, intergrading with the no¬ 
minate race. The second race, Ceylon Bay Owl 
(P. b. assimilis) is confined to Sri Lanka. Both 
subspecies are considered to be rare in their 
respective habitats and so far as the available 
literature is concerned (Hume 1873, 1875, 
1876, 1877; Fairbank 1877; White 1877; Fer¬ 
guson & Bourdillon 1903-04; Kinloch 1920- 
1923; Baker 1929; Ali 1935-37; Ripley 1961; 
Ali & Ripley 1969 and Henry 1971) this owl 
has not been recorded from peninsular India. 

1 Present address: Lecturer in Zoology, Univer¬ 
sity of Dacca, Dacca, Bangla Desh. 


Recently one of us (M.A.R.K.) along with 
Dr V. S. Vijayan (presently Head of the Wild¬ 
life Division, Kerala Forest Research Institute, 
Trichur, Kerala), while on a survey of the 
Parambikulam sanctuary environs in the West¬ 
ern Ghats, obtained a specimen of a Bay Owl 
which, apart from being a new record for the 
region, appears to be distinct from the Flima- 
layan and Sri Lanka birds. The specimen was 
sent to Dr S. Dillon Ripley at the Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, U.S.A., who very 
kindly compared it with specimens of satur¬ 
atus and assimilis obtained by him from the 
American Museum of Natural History, New 
York, and the British Museum, London, and 
has confirmed our diagnosis. Considering the 
morphological differences and the ecological 
isolation of this bird from the other races, we 
hereby name it as 
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Plate 
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Hussain and Reza Khan: Bay Owl 



Above : Forests of Nelliampathy, habitat of the owl. Below: Southern Bay Owl, 
Phodilus badius ripleyi subsp. nov. 

{Photos: Reza Khan) 












